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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

March 26, 2019 

 

PRESENT:   
Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman  

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice Chairman 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

Debbie Holmwood 

Robert Bamber 

Briana Hursen, Associate Member 

Also Present:  

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Sheehan, Chairman, 

in the Willett Room of the Norwood Civic Center, located at 165 Nahatan Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the Minutes of March 11, 2019, seconded by Ms. 

Holmwood.  

 

VOTE 5-0 motion approved.  

 

APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED PLAN– 95 Morse Street – Assessors Map 15, Block 

12A, Lot 4, Lot 5, Lot 6, Lot 8 – Michael Clemmey, Subaru of New England 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that the decision for 95 Morse Street will need to be amended back to 

its original decision. 
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Mr. Susi and Mr. Toomey, who represented the applicant, agreed with this and would be 

applying for the modification to their Special Permit shortly. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the ANR Plan, seconded by Ms. 

Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL– Sign for Sunrise Breakfast – 528 Washington 

Street – Edmond Pogace, Business Owner/Applicant  

 

Mr. Deschenes stated that the proposed sign was reduced upon his request to the sign maker in 

order to be in compliance with Section 6.2.16.2 of the Zoning Bylaws. He recommended 

approval based on the new dimensions.    

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the sign for Sunrise Breakfast, seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Zoning Bylaw Amendment for April 25, 2019 Special Town 

Meeting – Amendment to Section 3.0 Use Regulations, subsection G. Wholesale Business 

& Storage # (3) Open Lot Storage  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that the purpose of this amendment is to put a one year moratorium 

on open lot storage for dealers that have cars in what he called accessory lots. This 

moratorium will allow the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and auto dealers to 

work on a plan to deal with open lot storage.  The moratorium would also allow time to fix the 

zoning issues along Route One. 

 

Mr. Bamber and Mr. Porro agreed with Mr. Paciorkowski. 

 

Mr. Deschenes stated that this would allow for a corridor study similar to what was done in 

Wrentham and Foxboro.   

 

Mr. Sheehan asked if there were grants that would pay for the corridor study.  Mr. Deschenes 

stated that he and Mr. Halkiotis would look into that.  

 

Ms. Holmwood thanked Mr. Deschenes for putting together a memorandum on the number of 

lots and acreage impacted. 

 

Mr. Sheehan opened the floor to the public. 

 

Toni Eosco of Endicott Street stated that she had concerns over the length of time of the 

moratorium and felt that one year was too short.  She felt that the moratorium should be two 

years.  
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Mr. Paciorkowski stated that he suggested one year because it affects businesses in town and 

anything longer would hurt businesses. 

 

Judith Howard of Nichols Street stated that she was in favor of this bylaw because it would 

allow the Planning Board and Zoning Board time to plan.  It could also allow for revenue for 

the town. 

 

David Hern of Berwick Place asked that the proposal state “motor vehicles” because bicycles 

and boats can be vehicles. Mr. Hern stated that if the zoning of Route One needs to be fixed. 

Mr. Hern also asked why the bylaw does not say “one year.”  And that this moratorium 

excludes properties on Route One. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked Mr. Paciorkowski if he was in favor of Mr. Hern’s suggestions.  Mr. 

Paciorkowski stated, “Yes.” 

 

Judith Howard of Nichols Street would like the cars on Route One and not in the 

neighborhood. They would also like the Planning Board to look into parking garages. 

 

Karen Hultman of Everett Street stated she was not in favor of the moratorium as it would 

limit property owners from leasing or selling their land. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski would like Mr. Halkiotis and Mr. Deschenes to create a final draft of the 

moratorium to include these changes. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to notify the Board of Selectman that the Planning 

Board is going to move forward with a favorable recommendation of a moratorium for Town 

Meeting, seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Zoning Bylaw Amendment for April 25, 2019 Special Town 

Meeting – Amendment to Section 4.0 Dimensional Requirements, subsection 4.1.2 Notes 

to Table of Dimensional Requirements  

 

Mr. Sheehan stated that this will amend Zoning Bylaw, section 4.0 Dimensional 

Requirements, subsection 4.1.2. Notes to Table of Dimensional Requirements. 

 

Mr. Deschenes stated that this amendment will address the density allowed for multifamily 

developments. 

 

Mr. Sheehan opened the floor to the public.   
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Judith Howard of Nichols Street had concerns over making Norwood too dense.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski for the Planning Board to make a favorable 

recommendation for the Table of Dimensional Requirements at Town Meeting, seconded by 

Mr. Porro.  

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Zoning Bylaw Amendment for April 25, 2019 Special Town 

Meeting –Amendment Section 9.4– Mixed Use Overlay District (MUOD)  

 

Mr. Brovitz gave his presentation about the Mixed Use Overlay District Bylaw.  

 

Mr. Brovitz stated that mixed use has been throughout the State.  Currently, there are 43 

mixed use properties and about 300 residences in Norwood’s Central Business District.  

 

Mr. Brovitz stated that this Bylaw could allow for properties in the downtown to build 

upwards, allow for people to live and work in the same location, and allow for more foot 

traffic which would help keep businesses in the Downtown area. 

 

Mr. Brovitz stated that a mixed use overlay district would encourage diverse mix use of 

commercial, residential, institutional and entertainment uses, maintain historical presentation 

of buildings, and create a vibrant area.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that the downtown has been ready for this change for a long time and 

it is very much needed.  He stated that this is not something that would happen instantly or in 

the next two years, but would be a process of change for years to come.  

 

Ms. Holmwood likes the fact that Norwood is now planning. This would allow for Norwood 

to be specific and not allow just anything to come in. 

 

Mr. Sheehan opened the floor to the public. 

 

Toni Eosco of Endicott Street stated that she liked that this would allow the Planning Board to 

plan the layout of the Downtown district. 

 

Judith Howard of Nichols Street liked the concept, but was concern about building height. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 
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MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to vote to recommend on April 8th, but inform the 

Board of Selectman that the Planning Board would like to move forward with the article and 

to put it on the warrent, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

CONTINUED HEARING – Site Plan Review – 253 Nahatan Street: Convent 

Redevelopment – Daniel Merrikin, Legacy Engineering LLC, David Hern, David Hern 

Law  

 

Mr. Sheehan stated that Mr. Hayes of Maple Street has submitted a letter to the Planning 

Board. 

 

Mr. Hern stated that concerns about the tree, wall, and parking have been addressed. Mr. Hern 

also stated that there is more than enough parking spots per unit. 

 

Mr. Merrikin stated that he had revised the plan with comments from the Planning Board and 

Town Engineer.  

 

Mr. Merrikin stated that Mr. Ryan submitted a memo that all comments have been resolved.  

 

Mr. Hayes of Maple Street stated that he had concerns over a Hawk nesting in one of the trees 

to be removed, Unit 1’s driveway in proximity to Nahatan Street, and the development having 

enough parking.  

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to close the public hearing, seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the Site Plan Review for the Convent 

Redevelopment, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed.  

 

SUNSET AVENUE ADEQUATE ACCESS PLAN– Recall Performance Bond – John 

Glossa, Glossa Engineering Inc. 

 

Mr. Glossa stated that there is plenty of money to complete the project. And he recommended 

that the $67,000 bond be pulled and put into a Town account. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to pull the bond and put the money into the town 

accounts, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: April 8, 2019 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  
 

 
 


